Tabernacle and Purgatory 

















MARCH, 1918 











Excellent Pamphlets for Distribution. 


The treatment of each subject is direct, practical and 
interesting. Every booklet is a treasure; every chapter 
contains golden thoughts and advice; every sentence 
deserves to be read and pondered. 


Per copy 10 cents; 100 copies $8.00 
Go to Joseph, the Foster-father of Jesus. 
Per copy 5 cents; too copies $4.00. 
Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted. 
Prayer, the Great Means of Grace. 
Communion Devotions in Union with Mary. 
Magnificence of the Love of God. 
Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus. 
Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations. 
Conformity to the Will of God. 
All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 
Devotions to St. Joseph. 
2 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $2.00. 
Communicate Frequently and Devoutly. 
True Veneration of the Sacred Heart. 
The Fountain of Grace. 
Devotion to Mary. 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. 
Assist the Souls in Purgatory. 
3 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $1.50. 
Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity. 
Devotion to the Precious Blood. 
Message of the Sacred Heart. 
Holy Water in the Christian Home. 


Only a few moments given to spiritual reading daily will result 
in great spiritual profit. It will re-enkindle zeal and fervor, and tend 


to lead young and old to the practice of a devout and virtuous - 


Catholic life. 


“THE SPIRITUAL LEGACY” by H.B. Rathweg. A novel pervaded, 
with true Catholic sentiments. Both entertaining and instructive. 
Its definite setting and description of scenes and places in our own 
United States appeal forcibly to the reader and claim for it a dis- 
tinctive interest. Price $1.25 Postage 12 cts. extra. 

Address: Tabernacle and Purgatory, Clyde, Mo. 








SANTA BARBARA LINIMENT. 


An effective remedy for muscular rheumatism and 
neuralgia. Unsurpassed for disorders of the muscles or 
stiffness ofthe joints, caused by contracting a cold, by 
change of temperature or weather, by dampness, drafts, etc. 

Any of these ailments will be speedily benefited and, 
as a rule, permanently cured by Santa Barbara Liniment, 
if used at the proper time according to directions. 

Price per bottle $1.25. Circular and Directions with wrapper. 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo, 
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Return to Christ. 





ea fet UR holy Father, Benedict XV., never wearies to 
admonish Christian nations to return to God from 
whom alone true and lasting salvation can proceed. 
If the Vicar of Christ admonishes the nations to 
i Pareeanl) return to God, there must be an apostasy from 
God, and no one realizes this better than the holy Father himself. 
Alas, it is all too true. Christian nations have turned away from 
God and his holy laws. In our days, the apostasy from God is 
universal and well-prepared; it is an apostasy, a systematical, an 
official departure from God. 

It is in truth an apostasy, for do the laws of the nations take 
any cognizance of their maker and Creator, or which countries, 
even such as are nominally Catholic, have still any regard for 
Christ? respect his holy law and recognize his doctrine? Civil 
power instead of helping to bring about the triumph of truth is 
siding with the powers of darkness. It is an apostasy of science, 
for have not sciences declared war against God? Has it not 
shamefully thrust him aside and ignored him? It is an apostasy 
of public life, for Christian manners, Christian thoughts, and 
Christian principles are no longer permitted to influence public 











196 Tabernacle and Purgatory. 


and civil life. Oh, how many Catholics have banished our Lord 
and Savior from their heart, their mind, their home! On Sunday 
they grudgingly spend a half hour in church with a heart, cold, 
indifferent, distracted; and they call this service of God, and expect 
that God should be satisfied with such a worship! 

Alas! in our days, the apostasy is universal. Not only the 
great, the rich, the powerful have cast our Savior from their lives, 
but the laborers, the poor and lowly have also turned away from 
God and his commandments. 

God is no longer needed for our families, for our homes and 
schools; we do not need him in our daily life nor at our death. 
But apostasy leads to idolatry — our god therefore is money and 
business; our idols are factories and machinery, and worship we 
render to our inventions. The supreme law for our age can be 
summed up in: Let us enjoy the pleasures of this life. 

' But this apostasy from God is a deviation from the source 
of true human happiness, and the very foundation of human 
existence is thereby shaken. The apostasy from God has chal- 
lenged his anger and chastisement. A nation’s sins require a 
nation’s atonement, and when the whole world rebels against its 
supreme Creator, then the whole world must expiate its guilt. 
Unlike individuals, nations have no eternity. Their good or evil 
deeds are rewarded or punished here on earth, in time and not 
in eternity. 

God’s most dreadful judgments of divine anger are shown 
when he seemingly withdraws his paternal care and permits full 
sway to the tide of human wickedness; when the supreme and 
ignored Judge lets the human race experience its helplessness as 
a consequence of separating itself from its God. Then by bitter 
experience man learns what benefit he derives from his inventions, 
from his boasted culture and civilization, from his secular educa- 
tion and advancement in profane sciences. Behold, what nations 
_and ages have sown, they have to reap. Oh, how dreadful are 
the results of this apostasy from God! He permits men to turn 
all these forces to the destruction of one another. The wealth, 
accumulated by the toil of generations, is being poured out like 
water. The mechanical inventions and scientific discoveries which 
were hailed as heralds of a golden age of peace and civilization 
have only made the bloody slaughter more swift and horrible. 

Yet God is just. He never punishes more than we deserve. 
May we learn the immensity of the guilt from the severity of the 
chastisement! According to the warning voice of our holy Father, 
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Benedict XV., there is no other means to remedy the world-wide 
catastrophe than the return of Christian nations to God; the return 
of every home, of every individual to Christ. For this reason, the 
enthronement of Jesus in each individual family is of such vital 
importance. The family, the parents, the children must again 
embrace the doctrines of Jesus Christ, they must begin to be 
guided by Christian principles and maxims. With their whole 
heart they must begin to love and esteem Christ Jesus, our 
Lord and only Savior. 

Without Christ there is no salvation for poor crushed humanity. 
There must be a return to Jesus Christ, and in this, Catholics 
should take the lead and give a good example. We cannot serve 
two masters, God and mammon, Christ and the pleasures and 
riches of the world, otherwise Christ will always be the loser. The 
feverish greed for money, the indiscriminate reading-craze, the 
unchecked craving for the theatre, for the picture shows, the un- 
restrained indulgence in worldly fashions and pleasure — all this 
ends with the cry: Away with Christ, we shall not serve him. We 
cannot give him our heart, he cannot satisfy our ambitions, our 
desires, our longings. 

In the enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the holy 
Father recognizes a most powerful means to establish the dominion 
of the Sacred Heart in the Christian family. Through this reign 
of the divine Heart, our homes, the true foundation of the nation, 
will be preserved from the corruption of the wicked world. 


0D 0D 03 OD 0 


Spirit of the Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 





HERE was a time when the entire Christian world 
“za, was animated by the spirit of Christ. This was 

zh during the middle ages, especially during the thir- 
ght re teenth century. It was a time of the triumph of 
. my holy faith, a glorious period which enemies of the 







Church calumniously call the “dark age.” But all too soon the 
great schism of the Oriental Church separated many members 
from the mystical body of Christ, and two hundred years later, 
in the beginning of the sixteenth century, the age of faith and piety 
ended when the Occidental Church was rent asunder by the un- 
happy rise of Protestantism. Later the breach of separation became 
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Still wider, until now, misguided by the influence of secret sects, 
human society in public life wholly refuses submission to Christ. 
This present scourge of war reveals the dreadful consequences of 
the nations’ apostasy from God, from Christ, from his Church. 

The purpose of the work of the kingdom of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, which apostolic men are preaching today, is pre- 
cisely to restore human society to Christ. What is meant by the 
restoration of the kingdom of the Sacred Heart of Jesus? 

The most Sacred Heart of Jesus desires to save us, and in 
his meekness he has in a manner descended even to our utter 
weakness. From eternity he has destined a new method for the 
salvation of declining humanity: the method of love. In the 
apocalypse, St. John saw a gate of salvation open because very 
little virtue could be found anymore. 

In the middle ages when faith was strong, the precepts of 
the gospel and the Church were complied with courageously; the 
rights of Jesus Christ over human society were acknowledged; a 
falling away from faith was considered a crime of high treason 
and its punishment by the civil authorities was death. 

In their private life, the faithful of the middle ages considered 
sin the greatest of evils, and at their conversion imposed upon 
themselves the most severe penances. The saints, the holy con- 
fessors of faith underwent penitential works of such rigor and 
severity that in our days we shudder at the very thought of 
them. Still, at that time, many of the faithful imitated the example 
of these heroes of the faith. 

Nowadays things have changed. Morals have become cor- 
rupted and works of penance less severe. In her wisdom and 
meekness, holy Church has stooped down to effeminate, weakened 
humanity; she has moderated the strict requirements of former 
penitential discipline in order to save what can still be saved. 

Now, in order to rescue at least part of the world from 
ruin, the Sacred Heart of Jesus desires to make use of a new 
means. It is true, he, the omnipotent Sovereign whose authority 
is no longer recognized, could establish his kingdom by force; 
however, in these latter times he wishes to pursue a different 
course to convert sinners. This means he revealed to St. Gertrude 
and to Blessed Margaret Mary, by manifesting to dying Christian 
society his divine Heart. “Behold,” he exclaimed to his faithful 
servants, “behold this Heart which has loved men so much!” 
And that this loving Savior may be induced to forget all our 
crimes and ingratitude, he asks but one thing: a return of love. 


| 
| 
| 
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The Sacred Heart of Jesus does not speak of austere works 
of penance which the number and enormity of our sins would 
demand. He only pleads: “Love me, because I love you. Love 
me and | will forgive your sins; if you love me you will readily 
do what I have ordained for the forgiveness of sins, and what 
the Church teaches you.” 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus expressed itself in such a manner 
that it were even easy to convert sinners in this way, and lead 
them on the path of sanctity. “Poor sinners,” says the Sacred 
Heart, “I invite you to be my friends. Do not flee from me; look 
upon me; what do you find repulsive in me? Am I not the most 
perfect of the children of men? What evil have I done to you? 
For what reason do you stone me? You complain of your sad 
lot on earth, of your sufferings, your poverty, your sinful habits, 
your troubles of war— but consider that you have become un- 
happy just because you left me. Return to me again all you 
who are weary and heavily laden, and I will refresh you; I will 
gladly forgive your sins. Come to me in love, to me, who love 
you so dearly!” 

“But,” one might ask, “where are the requirements of pen- 
ance, of self-denial, of carrying our cross which the religion of 
Christ demands from sinners?” 

“Leave it to me,” says Jesus. “Once the sinner recognizes 
the magnanimity of my divine Heart and begins to love me, this 
love will make it easy for him, to perform the necessary penance.” 

Love imparts light. “Behold,” says Christ, “how I love 
you,— you who are wallowing in the mire of sin.” In the light 
of this love sinners will recognize themselves as wholly guilty 
and Jesus so good and merciful. This knowledge excites in them 
a holy indignation against themselves at sight of their guilt, and 
they give themselves the blame and reproach with which Jesus 
in his tender compassion refrained from upbraiding them. Moved 
by this love they will say, “If thou, O Jesus, art silent, our con- 
science is not silent; it demands atonement, and we shall willingly 
perform the penance.” 

' And if through love of God they be converted, this conversion 
will be lasting; they will not easily relapse into sin. Love urges 
them further. They see the virtues of their divine Lord and 
through love willingly imitate them. They begin to advance 
joyfully on the path of virtue, because their hearts have expanded 
by love. “Viam mandatorum cururri, cum dilatasti cor meum.— 
I have run the way of thy commandments, when thou didst 
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enlarge my heart” (Ps. cxviii. 32). Love is the best teacher; in 
this school pupils progress rapidly. Yes, the coming kingdom 
of Jesus Christ will be a kingdom of love, and we shall then 
see miracles. 

Through love of the Sacred Heart we shall indeed see miracles 
of grace, for have we not the divine promise: “Tepid souls shall 
grow fervent. Fervent souls shall quickly mount to high per- 
fection.” 

Is not this the ideal of new authority: to reign through 
love? God desires to reign by love. Parents should teach their 
children to obey from motives of love. In the house of God, in 
convents and monasteries, spiritual superiors must rule and guide 
their subjects by the spirit of love. Not force, but true charity 
towards God should be the motive of all our actions. In short, 
in all conditions of human society, the love of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus shall again reign. This is the ideal, the spirit of the 
enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. All that is needed 
are apostles to propagate the work. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, | believe in thy love for me. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place my trust in thee. 

Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

(/nd. 300 days every time, for each invocation. ) 


ODBODWD INDI ODO 


Discourse by Rev. Father Mateo, Apostle of the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in Families. 





i ee T is not my intention to deliver a sermon, nor to give 
Meee eal you a conference. I have come here merely to 
vZN \ es m speak with love about the King of love. For this 
= 7 San end, permit me to relate to you the history of the 
——ixetes enthronement of the Sacred Heart. Ten years ago 
I came from Rome — where the physicians had pronounced me 
incurable — to Paray-le-Monial, the place of the apparitions of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Here at the altar, the most sacred after 
that of Calvary, I knelt and prayed, when suddenly, within me I felt 
a peculiar sensation. Stirred to my innermost depths by a ray of 
divine grace, as powerful as it was inexpressibly mild, | arose, 
perfectly healed. 
I threw myself on my knees in this sacred place, and while 
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absorbed in acts of love and thanksgiving, I understood what the 
Lord desired of me. That same evening, | resolved upon a plan to 
conquer the whole world for the love of the Heart of Jesus, — home 
after home, family after family. I realized that among the promises 
made by our Lord to Blessed Margaret Mary, there was one to 
which full justice had not yet been done. I understood that the 
kingdom of love, which the Heart of Jesus required, was to be 
established, not only through a general consecration of the human 
race as designated by Leo XIII., but also by the consecration of the 
family home, where the Heart of Jesus desires to have his altar and 
his throne. 

Here, at Paray-le-Monial, our Lord said: “If thou believe in 
my love ... if thou believe. .. if thou believe, thou shalt see marvels 
of my love... !” 

Then I went to Rome to beg permission of the holy Father to 
dedicate my life to this apostolate. Kneeling at his feet, I said: 
“Holy Father, I earnestly beg to be permitted to work for the 
fulfillment of the desires of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, by endeavor- 
ing to spread his kingdom throughout the world by love. Allow 
me to be an apostle of the Sacred Heart, to conquer the world for 
him, home after home, family after family.” 

“No, my son.” 

“Holy Father,” I replied, “I should like to preach of love, of the 
kingdom of love. I distinctly feel that this is my vocation, that the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus really expects this of me.” 

“No, my son.” 

I raised my eyes to Pius X., and... pressing me to his bosom 
he said: “My son, you ask my permission, and I say, ‘no.’ As the 
Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth, | command you, to traverse the 
whole world, to preach, to announce the gospel, and to conquer 
for the Heart of Jesus the sanctuary of every family, by spreading 
your work everywhere.” 

It is only the method of this work that is new. The idea has 
existed for three centuries, since the revelations of our Lord to 
Blessed Margaret Mary... It is a crusade of love, a holy war, a 
firebrand of love opposed to that of hatred. You know, moreover, 
the promises of the Sacred Heart: “I will establish peace in their 
homes; I will bless every place where a picture of my heart is exposed 
and venerated.” | assure you that this work, according to the 
promises of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, has been verified by mira- 
cles. It is an apostolate strikingly fruitful in conversions of great 
sinners... Listen! I, who am now speaking to you, saw my own 
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father, a Protestant, touched by a ray of divine grace and converted, 
cast himself at the foot of the altar, and at last with lively faith, receive 
our Lord in Holy Communion. 

All you who are listening to my words, — have you not among 
those who are near and dear to you, some one who does not love 
Jesus as fervently as you do, someone whom you would like to 
bring to our dear Lord?-... Listen! On one occasion I preached 
in South America on the mercy and omnipotence of the Heart of 
Jesus. After the sermon a lady came to me and said, “Father, in 
your sermon on the enthronement, you just now made a promise, 
saying, that families and also the members of those families would 
be converted, who consecrate themselves to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. Can I, likewise, obtain the conversion of my husband?” 

“Certainly, gracious lady,” I replied, — “if you purchase it. ..; 
for it depends on your part, on the fulfillment of three conditions: 
1. Love the Blessed Sacrament and daily receive our Lord. 
2. Consecrate your home to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, that our 
Lord, as once at Bethania, may be the friend and counselor of your 
family. 3. Exercise the apostolate of this work, and endeavor to 
draw others to the knowledge of that love which is not loved. 
Faithfully do your part that Jesus be served and his kingdom 
established in families, then he will certainly grant you the favor 
you so much desire.” 

“Will you sign this promise for me, Father?” she asked, and 
holding before me a picture of the Sacred Heart, she designated the 
place where I was supposed to sign my name. I signed it adding 
the words, “For the sake of thy great mercy, O Jesus, save this 
soul.” 

Two years passed. One day this lady came to me in deep 
grief and excitement, told me her husband was dying, and that 
he was still blaspheming God. She was inconsolable, “O Father!” 
she cried, — “is it possible? Where is your promise?” 

“Madame,” | replied, “do you believe in the love of God?... 
Remember the words of our Lord: ‘If thou believe thou shalt see 
marvels of grace.’” 

“O Father, I do believe, I assure you!” 

“But, kind lady, have you also kept your promises? Have 
you done your utmost to fulfill the required conditions?” 

“Yes, Father, I did all I possibly could: I received Holy Com- 
munion daily, I consecrated my family to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
and I have gained many families for the enthronement .. . and now 
after all, my husband is dying amid blasphemies! O Father, it is 
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too terrible! ... He does not want to hear anything about religion. 
‘Let me die in peace,’ he says, ‘for if there were a God on high, he 
would have sufficient understanding to comprehend that I cannot 
act otherwise.’ ” 

“Madame, my promise is the promise of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, and it will be realized. Have confidence. It is impossible 
for the contrary to happen: your husband will yet be converted. 
We shall pray for him during holy hour this evening, — and 
tomorrow | shall visit him.” 

“O Father, this cannot be done! I have already called four 
priests to come to see him, but he refused to receive them. He 
insisted on having his revolver, and declared that the next one who 
dared to molest him would be shot. Oh, it is terrible, Father!” 

“Madame, have confidence, believe in God’s love. I shall 
come to see your husband tomorrow.” 

The following day, when I called at her home, the lady was 
again filled with fear and terror. She tried to persuade me not to 
enter the room, because she fully believed her husband would carry 
out his threat. I reassured her, however, saying, “In the name 
of the King of love, we shall enter.” 

There lay the wretched man on his death-bed. “My good 
sir,’ | addressed him, “I have come to see you because I am a 
priest; | desire to save you for the love of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus.” — 

Grasping his revolver he demanded, “Who are you?” 

“What does it matter,” I replied, “I am here in the name of the 
loving Heart of Jesus who commissioned me to come to you.” 

“Your name! Your name!” fumed the sick man enraged, “I 
have made a promise, and | shall keep it, but first 1 must know 
your name.” 

“I repeat,” I rejoined, “that I am merely a delegate of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.” 

“I did not ask about that, 1 want to know your name... Ah, 
you are a coward!” 

“My friend, you say 1 ama coward. Very well! — See, here is 
my name at the feet of our Lord who has sent me to you. Here 
it is on this picture.” 

Providentially, the picture I had signed had been placed in the 
bed-room, because the man had not tolerated it to be hung in the 
parlor. He directed his eyes toward the image of the Heart of 
Jesus, showed signs of emotion, and laid aside his weapon. “Oh,” 
he exclaimed, “you wrote beneath the picture: For the sake of thy 
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great mercy, O Jesus, save his soul”... The grace of God touched 
him, he wept and was converted. 

“Please, Father, help me, I want to go to confession . .. but let 
us proceed slowly, it is the first confession of my life.’ Amid tears 
of repentance he made his confession admirably well. With holy 
impatience he then desired to receive Holy Communion. Finally, 
he wished to renew the consecration of his house personally, and 
appointed the place of honor in the parlor, for the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. 

Now, | think you will understand that the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
must reign over the whole world. Let us pray fervently for this 
intention ... May this work be an invigorating sap in the tree of 
human society; a shining star in the firmament of the Church — 
and of your dear fatherland. Amen. 


ODODBIODIODSO 


Do You Know What Others Say About 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory”? 


WISCONSIN. Dear Sisters, this little magazine is like an oasis 
in the desert, because hope and consolation can be found by the 
the weary traveler who will only read; and in ‘“Tabernacle & Purga- 
tory,” reading is a source of pleasure. May it find its way into every 
Catholic home. 


MINNESOTA. I have found so much good advice in your 
magazine, that I do wish that more people knew of it, and they would 
never do without it in their home. I wish you every success in your 
good work. May God bless you for it. 

PITTSBURGH. I want to tell you, dear Sisters, how much I 
appreciate your magazine, for I love the reading init. I received the 
St. Benedict Almanac; it is a beautiful gift. God must be pleased with 
your great work, for any one reading the magazine cannot help but be 
inspired with great love for God. 


The following pictures in photo-tone, are especially appropriate 
for Lent: 


The Last Supper 21 x 34 in. $0.50 
Agony of Our Lord man04 7 85 
Ecce Homo I4X1Ig ” .20 
The Holy Face 6x01 7” .390 
Mother Most Sorrowful wuss” 95 
St. Joseph in Glory Sze * 8 0 
Death of St. Joseph 16x25 ” .30 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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The Most Useful Devotion. 





EVOTION to the passion of our Lord is unquestion- 
ably the most useful of all devotions and produces 
the greatest effect upon the heart. It is most pleas- 
ing to God, most consoling to sinners, and most 
eemeecZONe = calculated to inflame the heart with love.* For from 

what other source do all spiritual gifts flow — hope of pardon, 

Strength against temptation, confidence of gaining heaven? From 

whence come the many interior lights, the many loving inspirations 

and salutary resolutions, if not from the passion of our Lord? The 
apostle therefore justly anathematized all those who do not love 

Jesus Christ, “If any man love not our Lord Jesus Christ, let him 

be anathema” (1. Cor. xvi. 22). 

St. Bonaventure says that there is no devotion more profitable 
for the sanctification of the soul than meditation on the passion 
of Christ. He advises us to meditate on it daily if we wish to 
make progress in the love of God. Realizing the wealth of spir- 
itual treasures hidden in this devotion, the saints continually 
occupied themselves with meditation on the sufferings of our 
Redeemer. It was this compassionate remembrance of our Savior’s 
passion that made St. Francis of Assisi a seraph of love. 





Merits Derived from Meditating on the Passion of Christ. 


Blessed Albertus Magnus, Louis of Granada, Martin Cochem, 
and others say, that a person who reflects with compassion, even 
for a short time, on the passion of Christ, merits more, than another, 
who without remembering our Lord’s sufferings, scourges himself 
unto blood, fasts upon bread and water, or recites the entire psalter, 

The saintly and learned Abbot Blosius writes: “We are unable 
to describe, we are unable to comprehend, what great fruit a 


*The book most recommendable for meditation during Lent is the Passion of 
our Lord according to the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 
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person reaps, who humbly and with good will, reflects on the 
passion of Christ.” 

Tauler, one of the greatest ascetics of the middle ages, says: 
“Once when a venerable servant of God asked our Lord, what a 
man would merit, who exercised himself devoutly in meditating 
upon his passion, Christ answered : ‘By such meditation he merits :— 

1. To be cleansed from his sins. * 

2. That all his negligences may be made good by the merits 
of my sufferings. 

3. To be strengthened so that he will not easily be overcome 
by his enemies. 

4. That my grace will be renewed in him, as often as he reflects 
on my sufferings. 

5. That I refuse him nothing that is profitable, if he earnestly 
ask for it. 

6. That I lead him to perfection before his death. 

7. That I assist him in his last hour, protect him against his 
enemies, and give him an assurance of salvation.’ ” 


* Mortal sins must be confessed. 


ODVINDWD OD IODBO 


A Deed Worthy of Good Friday. 





| T. John Gualbert was born at Florence A D. 999. In his 
youth he was carefully instructed in the Christian doc- 
trine; but afterwards, by his intercourse with the world, 
he imbibed a relish for its vanities and a thirst for worldly 
pleasures. Hugo, his only brother was murdered by a nobleman 
who seemed out of reach of the law, and John determined to 
avenge the crime by the death of the perpetrator. 

One Good Friday as he was riding into Florence, he met 
his enemy in so narrow a passage that it was impossible for 
either of them to avoid the other. Gualbert drew his sword to 
slay the murderer, but falling upon his knees, with arms out- 
Stretched in the form of a cross, his adversary implored him for 
the sake of the passion of Jesus Christ who suffered on that 
day, to spare his life. 

Grace triumphed, and John not only forgave his enemy but 
assured him of his friendship. A humble and changed man, he 
entered the church of St. Miniato which was near, and whilst 
he prayed, the figure of our Crucified Lord before which he 























Adoring Angels Keep Vigil at the Sepulchre of the Lamb of God, Slain for the Sins of Man. 
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knelt, bowed its head toward him, as if to ratify his pardon. 

Abandoning the world, he gave himself up to prayer and 
penance, in the Order of St. Benedict. Later he was led to 
found the Congregation of Vallombrosa, so called from the shady 
valley a few miles from Florence, where he established his first 
monastery. He fought courageously against simony, and in many 
ways promoted the interests of the faith in Italy. After a life of 
great austerity and eminent holiness, Gualbert died while angels 
were singing around his bed, July 12, 1073. 


OD ODW OD ODO 


The Stations of the Cross, a Means to Relieve 
the Holy Souls. 





HE holy exercise of the way of the cross is a solemn and 
excellent manner of meditating on the passion of our 
Savior. It is a rich treasury of grace, not only for our- 
selves, but constitutes a suffrage of the greatest value for 

the suffering souls. 

We find an incident relating to this subject in the life of Ven. 
Mary d’Antigna. For a long time she had the pious custom of 
making the Stations of the Cross each day for the relief of the 
souls departed; but later, for motives more apparent than solid, 
she did it but rarely, and finally omitted it altogether. Our Lord, 
who had great designs in regard to this pious virgin, and who 
desired to make her a victim of love for the consolation of the 
poor souls in purgatory, vouchsafed to give her a lesson which 
serves as an instruction to us all. A religious of the same convent, 
who had died a short time previously, appeared to her, complaining 
sorrowlully. “My dear sister,” she said, “why do you no longer 
make the Stations of the Cross for the souls in purgatory? You 
were formerly accustomed to relieve us every day by that holy 
exercise; why do you deprive us of that assistance?” 

Whilst the soul was still speaking our Lord himself appeared 
to his servant, and reproached her for her negligence. “Know, my 
daughter,” he added, “that the Stations of the Cross are very 
profitable to the souls in purgatory, and constitute a suffrage of 
the greatest value. This is why I have permitted this soul, for her 
own sake and for the sake of others, to implore this of you. Know 
also that it was on account of your exactitude in practising this 
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devotion that you have been favored by frequent communication 
with the dead. It is for this reason also that those grateful souls 
never cease to pray for you, and to plead your cause at the 
tribunal of my justice. Make known this treasure to your sisters, 
and tell them to draw from it abundantly for themselves and for 
the dead.” 


ODIODINDODO 


A Lesson for Us All. 





In the lives of the Fathers of the desert, we read how several 
hermits, in the presence of St. Anthony, severely censured one 
of their brethren for a fault he had committed. Each one seemed 
to outdo the other in the vehemence of his reproaches, at the 
same time assuring the culprit that they rebuked him so severely 
only for his own good. Overcome with confusion, the offender 
denied the charges brought againsthim. Then the holy anchorite, 
Paphnutius, spoke: “I saw a man who had sunk into the mire 
to his knees, and vainly endeavored to free himself. Several 
others hastened to reach out their hands to pull him out, but 
instead, they submerged him to his neck.” 

“You have spoken truly, brother,” said St. Anthony. “If a 
man Stick fast in the mire of sin, the hand of charity should be 
extended to help him; gentle words should be spoken to him. 
and he should be cleansed from the filth and clothed with a 
clean garment. The rescued one will ever after remain the friend, 
and disciple of his kind benefactor. Charity saves and gains 
hearts, hardness repels and estranges them. Bitterness does not 
proceed from a pure Christian heart, and has never yet regained 
a soul for heaven, but on the contrary, has increased the obduracy 
of many a person and plunged him deeper into the mire of sin. 
Let him who is as pure as the most holy One and as benign 
as he whose Heart was pierced with a lance, swing the scourge, 
but we wretched children of Adam ought to think rather of the 
Good Shepherd carrying the sheep upon his shoulders.” 

This mild reprimand of St. Anthony had the desired effect. 
The hermits who had been so hasty in their condemnation;. 
publicly acknowledged their want of charity and cast themselves 
at the feet of him whom they had accused. Touched by this 
humility, the offending brother raised them up, with tears confessed. 
his fault, and asked all present to pray for him. 

















OW eminent must have been the sanctity of St. 


Joseph that he merited to be chosen the spouse of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. According to the decree 





a husband, who, like a brother, would live with her in perfect 
continency and provide the necessary support for her and the 
Child Jesus. Can we imagine that God would have entrusted so 
important an office to a man who possessed only a medium degree 
of virtue? There was question of placing a bridegroom at the 
side of her whom God had chosen for his Mother; of giving a 
companion to her who was exalted to the highest dignity possible 
for a creature to receive. Rightly do we presume that God selected 
this bridegroom from among thousands, and endowed him most 
bountifully with virtue and sanctity, those marks of true nobility 
which alone have any value in the sight of the Most High. This 
reflection leads to another consideration. 

When approached by the angel in human form, Mary mani- 
fested the most perfect modesty and reserve in his presence. 
According to the opinion of St. Ambrose, she was even confused. 
Yet before her was the modest countenance of a heavenly mes- 
senger. But Mary felt not the least apprehension to live with 
St. Joseph. What purity of sentiment, what sanctity of words, what 
exterior modesty must St. Joseph have possessed! How greatly 
the sanctity of Joseph must have increased by living with Mary 
and by his intimate associations with her. What lively faith must 
have animated his soul; what a strong confidence in God’s prom- 





a 











Tabernacle and Purgatory. 211 


ises, what a burning love must have filled his heart. Ah, why did 
the evangelists record so little concerning St. Joseph’s eminent 
virtues! They mention that Joseph was the spouse of Mary, and 
truly does not this indicate that everything in him was sublime: 
faith, hope, charity, humility, modesty, in fact, every virtue. St. 
Matthew adds, “Joseph was a just man” (i. 19), which according 
to St. Jerome means that he possessed all virtues in a perfect degree. 

Still more elevated does the sanctity of St. Joseph appear 
when we consider that he was chosen by God to be the foster- 
father of Jesus. He could not, it is true, be his real father, as Jesus 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, but he was to take the place 
of his father. His duty was to provide for his necessary support, 
protect him from the cruelty of Herod: in fine, fulfill toward Jesus 
all the obligations of a reputed father. Can we imagine that the 
heavenly Father would have selected for so exalted an office a 
man who was not distinguished for eminent sanctity? If a king 
were obliged to find a protector for his son, would he not choose 
for this office the most worthy and illustrious person in his realm? 

If even the fact of Joseph’s companionship with Mary aug- 
mented his sanctity, how much more must it have increased in the 
society of Jesus himself. Living in the constant society of the 
incarnate Son of God, was for him, indeed, a school of the most 
sublime virtues. The example of our divine Savior was constantly 
before the eyes of St. Joseph. He certainly strove to conform 
himself as near as possible to this divine model. His love for 
poverty, his patience in adversities, his meekness and resignation, 
all his united virtues soon reached the highest degree of perfection. 
This shows us plainly that the sanctity of St. Joseph was so great 
that it could be surpassed only by that of Mary. 


Efficacy of St. Joseph’s Protection. 


Let us attempt to form an idea, imperfect though it be, of the 
efficacy of St. Joseph’s protection. First of all, let us consider 
what great influence St. Joseph has with his Spouse, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, who loves him so tenderly. Mary remembers the 
toil, the sweat, the fatigue he endured for her sake; she remembers 
the holy and comforting companionship he afforded her on earth, 
the consolation and support for which she was indebted to him. 
If Mary showed St. Joseph love and reverence even in this world, 
how much more will she do so now in heaven? Whom could 
Mary love more than her spouse, St. Joseph? Mary loved St. John 
whom Jesus gave to her on Calvary as her son; but for St. Joseph 
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who was given to her by God as her bridegroom, with whom she 
shared the solicitude and cares for the Son of God, she cherished 
a greater love. Mary is the channel through which all graces 
flow; although St. Joseph is not the treasurer of graces, nevertheless, 
he exercises such influence over the heart of his Spouse, that 
Mary will refuse him nothing. She will obtain for him every 
favor from God. 

And what influence must St. Joseph have at the throne of 
God. During his life, Jesus and Mary were subject to him. How 
justly will this great Saint say on the last day: “Thou wert hungry 
and I gave thee to eat; thou wert thirsty and I gave thee to drink; 
thou wert naked and I covered thee.” If on the day of judgment 
all that Joseph did for Jesus will redound to his greater glory, 
what power must he have now in heaven over the Heart of Jesus, 
the only source of all good? 

Let us then promise ourselves every favor through the inter- 
cession of St. Joseph; our expectation will not be in vain. I say to 
you what Pharao once cried out to the famished people of Egypt, 
“Go to Joseph” (xli. 55). Go to Joseph, you who are rich, and 
you will obtain the grace to gather for yourselves heavenly treas- 
ures. Go to Joseph, you who are poor and obtain contentment 
in your poverty. Go to Joseph, you who are sorrowful and find 
patience and consolation in your grief. Through St. Joseph’s 
protection the young will preserve their purity and innocence, the 
aged will receive resignation and confidence. Let us all, without 
exception, go to St. Joseph. We, too, shall be able to say with 
St. Teresa that we obtained the favors for which we petitioned him. 


Patron of the Dying. 


We must have recourse to St. Joseph especially to obtain the 
grace of a holy death. In his last hours, Jesus and Mary were at 
his side. Let us implore him to obtain for us the happiness of 
dying in the grace of God, under Mary’s protection, with the holy 
names of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, on our lips and in our heart. 
Nothing is more natural than for us to look for a protector for 
that supreme moment which shall decide our fate for all eternity. 
Let us now gain St. Joseph’s favor, Jesus and Mary will then also 
be merciful to us; the angels will deem it an honor to defend those 
whom they see protected by the foster-father of their Lord. 


eSotoees 
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St. Joseph, a Protector of Youths Aspiring 
to the Priesthood. 





T. Joseph is the special patron of the sacred priesthood. 

In his relations with the Blessed Sacrament, ah, how much 
the priest resembles St. Joseph in his association with the 
Child Jesus! As St. Joseph treated the divine Child, just 
so the priest ought to treat the Holy Eucharist. As St. Joseph 
nurtured and reared the first High Priest, Jesus Christ, so does he 
grant his special aid and protection to those whom God has chosen 
for the priesthood, as also to those who are preparing for this 
sublime vocation, provided they have recourse to him. As patron 
of the Universal Church, he will fulfill his office by lending his 
powerful assistance to priests and students of theology. What is 
of greater importance for the Universal Church than zealous and 
pious priests! 

Numerous instances might be mentioned of the marvelous 
manner in which St. Joseph has aided aspirants for the priesthood: 
in their studies, at their examinations, or in times of illness. For 
poor students, St. Joseph has often sought out benefactors; others, 
he has delivered from doubts regarding their vocation. Many 
Students possessing but little talent, and whose success was despaired 
of, made satisfactory progress in their studies after placing them- 
selves under the special protection of St. Joseph. Later they became 
excellent priests, for through the intercession of their glorious 
protector, the blessing of God rested upon their labors. Conse- 
quently, many seminaries and institutions for the education of youth 
have been placed under the protection of St. Joseph. 

In an especial manner, St. Joseph assists youths to preserve 
intact the delicate lily of chastity, and to conquer temptations against 
holy purity. St. Joseph has obtained great favors of this nature for 
his clients. A youth who, at the beginning of his course of studies, 
places himself under St. Joseph’s protection and daily implores his 
aid to preserve holy chastity, will not easily fall into the mire of sin 
as do the majority of young men in our days. Not until the dawn 
of eternity will they realize the deplorable consequences of the sins 
of their youth. Ah, that in their temptations, youths would take 
refuge to St. Joseph; then they would not fall so low, or remain 
so long in this sad condition. How anxious St. Joseph is to be 
invoked and lend his assistance in temptations is shown by the 
following incident. 

One night, a young Carmelite brother, who from childhood had 
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preserved the angelic virtue of chastity, was by God’s permission, 
violently tormented by the impure spirit with temptations against 
this tender virtue. By the grace of God, he finally emerged 
victorious from the combat. The next day he was sent on an errand 
to the city by his superior. On his way, he met a venerable old 
man who addressed him: “Brother, why did you not have recourse 
to St. Joseph last night in your fierce struggle with that temptation ?” 
Filled with confusion by the consciousness that the innermost secrets 
of his heart were known to this venerable man, the religious tried to 
reply — but the stranger had instantly vanished. The brother real- 
ized that it had been none other than St. Joseph himself who had 
appeared to him. 

Would that all students and aspirants to the holy priesthood 
would have recourse to St. Joseph when tempted against this 
angelical virtue. For this purpose they should resolve to perform 
daily some definite devotion in his honor. 


OD ODOS HOSES 


Dear Reader: Do you not desire to increase your love and 
devotion to St. Joseph, and feel prompted to contribute your utmost 
that he be fittingly venerated by all the faithful ? Now, you can easily 
do this by circulating the new booklet we have just published, GO 
TO JOSEPH. The brochure is divided into four parts: 


Part I. Dignity and Sanctity of St. Joseph. 

Prophetic Words of the 16th Century Regarding St. Joseph. St. 
Joseph’s Position in the Plan of Redemption. Dignity, Sanctity and 
Glory of St. Joseph. St. Joseph, Patron of Working Classes. St. 
Joseph, Model of Laborers. 

Part II. Devotion to St. Joseph Recommended by the Saints. 

Part III. Feasts in Honor of St. Joseph. 

Part IV. St. Joseph, the Powerful Protector. 

St. Joseph, a Rescuer of Sinners. St. Joseph, a Physician. St. 
Joseph, a Father of the Poor. St. Joseph, Patron of a Happy Death. 
St. Joseph, a Conqueror of Hell. St. Joseph, a Protector of Youths 
Aspiring to the Priesthood. Go to Joseph! 

The price of this commendable booklet is only 10 cents, post- 
paid. Another new booklet, just off the press, is entitled, DEWO- 
TIONS TO ST. JOSEPH. It is a collection of prayers, a com- 


pletion of Go to Joseph, mentioned above. Single copy 5 cents. 


eSotosote 
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How to Celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph. 





EAR reader, cherish a tender love and affection for St. 
Joseph. If you wish to learn how to spend your life in the 
proper union with God, if you desire to become truly 
happy, let St. Joseph be your teacher. What contentment, 

what peace of heart, what unity reigned in the holy house at 

Nazareth! What a consoling departure from this world was that 

of St. Joseph. Our life here on earth is fleeting as a shadow. 

Soon, very soon, our days will have dwindled down to a few short 

hours. Then, through the intercession of St. Joseph, may we too 

die happily as he did in the arms of Jesus and Mary. 

Do not let the beautiful festivals of St. Joseph pass, dear 
reader, without manifesting your love and devotedness for this 
glorious saint. Endeavor to celebrate the feast of your great 
patron in a worthy manner. Take special pains to solemnize the 
day in recollection and prayer. 

When you awake, salute the holy foster-father through Jesus 
and Mary, and ask the Blessed Virgin to assist you to spend his 
feast in a God-pleasing manner. At the same time renew your 
firm confidence of receiving through the intercession of your holy 
protector, those favors which you expect on his feast day. 

If necessary, make a humble and contrite confession, then 
fervently receive Holy Communion in honor of St. Joseph. Of 
course, you will assist at holy Mass, and thank God through the 
holy sacrifice that St. Joseph was chosen for the sublime office 
of virginal spouse of Mary and foster-father of the divine Child. 
Congratulate St. Joseph, rejoice in his bliss and happiness. Ask 
him with childlike simplicity to obtain for you also a happy death, 
and the never-ending joys of heaven. 

After Holy Communion pray fervently for the special favor 
you expect from St. Joseph on his feast day. 

During the day, frequently salute St. Joseph with a short, 
heartfelt prayer. Any appropriate words will suffice, as for 
instance, “I salute thee a thousand times, O dear St. Joseph!” “O 
happy St. Joseph, thou friend of the Sacred Heart!” “O chaste 
spouse of the Blessed Virgin!” In these ejaculations not so much 
depends upon the words as upon the sentiments of the heart. 

If you have the means, give an alms for a good cause. On 
the feast of St. Joseph, be especially kind and obliging toward your 
dear ones. In sucha manner you will fittingly celebrate the feasts 
of St. Joseph. 





























St. Joseph Lightens Domestic Crosses. 





» eo ata AYS of the setting sun fell through the open win- 
a gan dow of a pleasant little room. Near a small table 
a sat a young man, his weary head supported by 
one hand, his eyes half closed. He did not see 
the glowing streaks of sunlight — his sad gaze was 
aoa om into his own life in which the sun of happiness seemed 
to have set forever. Thus preoccupied, he was little affected by 
the majestic beauty of the sinking sun,— for him it was only a 
gloomy, cheerless evening. 

Married scarcely a year, cross upon cross had already weighed 
upon him. His young wife, whom he loved tenderly, was one 
heart and mind with him in the most important and sacred 
affairs, but unfortunately, his aged mother had conceived a bitter 
dislike for her. All this time of trial, Marie’s confidence in God 
had remained unshaken, yet the grief she had endured in this 
one short year, had greatly impaired her health. No one suffered 
more under these distressing circumstances than her faithful 
husband for whom difficulties and troubles seemed endless. 

When one cross enters a home, ten others usually follow in 
its train. Such it was in this case. The modest income which 
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hitherto had been the couple’s support, was no longer sufficient 
to make ends meet. What could be done? To start a new trade 
when times were dull and business everywhere stagnant was out 
of the question. Yet, the young wife’s illness and the additional 
necessities of the household urgently demanded some increase 
in their income. 

In view of these difficulties, it was not surprising that the 
husband grew more despondent every day. This particular 
evening his heart was unusually heavy. For more than an hour 
he had sat brooding in this melancholy strain and did not notice 
the door softly open. It was the gentle touch of a hand laid 
caressingly on his forehead, and an anxious query, “Joseph,” that 
aroused him from his gloomy musing. 

“Joseph,” repeated the young wife with a trembling voice, 
“What worries you?” Her husband raised his head, and she was 
pained to notice the moist eyes and dejected look. “O Joseph,” 
she continued affectionately, “cheer up! Why I will gladly and 
willingly endure anything and shall certainly be satisfied with 
whatever our Lord sees best; but I cannot bear to see you so 
downhearted. Don’t be so discouraged! I really believe in time 
things will turn out better.” 

“It’s too bad I ever married,” said her husband sadly. “You 
are unhappy, I know, and I am not happy either. My mother’s 
dislike for us is increasing daily, our income is growing less, and 
my cares are becoming heavier. O Marie, what a future is before 
us! I dare not think of it.” 

The young wife consoled him tenderly. “Listen to me, 
Joseph, something has occurred to me which will surely comfort 
you. Today I promised to use part of the money that comes 
in for my sewing to burn a lamp every Wednesday before the 
image of St. Joseph, for the benefit of the suffering souls; and 
to recite his litany every day this year. This I promised for 
myself, and for you, I ask you to kindly begin a novena with 
me this evening in honor of our good father, St. Joseph. This 
is Wednesday and we will close the novena by giving an alms 
in his honor. Will that be all right?” 

Too greatly harrassed by his worries, her husband did not 
feel inclined to place full confidence in St. Joseph. “I have brought 
many a sacrifice in his honor,” he said, “but St. Joseph seems to 
repay me only with new crosses.” However, at the importunities 
of his wife, he consented to join her in the novena. 

Eight days passed. Long and earnestly, husband and wife 
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had prayed during this time as they knelt together before the 
little home altar where an image of St. Joseph looked kindly 
down upon the devout suppliants. Marie’s health declined steadily; 
her husband’s depression and despondency increased; and the 
conditions of the home grew worse instead of better. In spite of 
all, both persevered in prayer. On the last day of the novena, 
there was a knock at the door. The mail-carrier brought two 
letters. 

“O Marie, come here!” called the delighted husband. “See 
what good St. Joseph brought us today. Here is a sum of money 
which for the present will help us out of our most pressing needs. 
It was sent from J... for some of your former work, and a great 
deal more than was due; and such a friendly, appreciative note 
accompanies it. This letter is from our esteemed friend, Rev. N... 
He writes that he expects to be in this neighborhood in a few 
days for his vacation, and we are to meet him at the station!” 
The young wife listened, mute with surprise and joy at this unex- 
pected turn of affairs. “O dear St. Joseph!” she whispered amid 
tears, “this is your work, now we shall have aid.” 

Aid had in reality come. A few weeks later, after their clerical 
friend departed for home, this young, much-tried couple found 
reason to return grateful thanks to God for the assistance they 
had received through the priest. Happy and cheerful they looked 
to the future, though many a cross remained as a pledge of God’s 
love. 

This is related, especially for you, dear married people. The 
State of matrimony brings with it crosses and sufferings. No one 
knows better than you yourselves with how much woe and grief 
and trouble our Lord often visits your home. 

Even those who live in the greatest harmony, yes, even the 
happiest, the most Christian parents, could tell many a similar 
tale. Now, just in these daily family crosses, you should become 
closely attached to St. Joseph. He himself was the head of a 
family, he knows well the meaning of poverty, labor, cares, privations 
and losses. He knows very well the inside and outside, the length 
and breadth of the domestic cross, and he understands your 
trouble perfectly. 

Take refuge to him, confide to him all your cares and trials, 
and early implant the love for this glorious saint into the hearts 
of your children. Do just as once did the starving people of 
Egypt, when they had nothing more to eat during the famine. 
With confidence they sought the viceroy, Joseph; told him their 
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troubles and trustfully left their affairs to him, saying, “Our life 
is in thy hand” (Gen. xlvii. 25). Holy Scripture relates with 
what liberality the patriarch helped them. 


DWOD0303-0D 


“You Have Suffered Enough, Arise.” 





=| HE periodical, “St. Joseph’s Client,” gives the following 
®}| details of a remarkable cure. About five years ago, Mary 
Borchi, a maiden in the bloom of youth, was stricken by a 
very peculiar and painful disease. The child suffered from 
paralysis, and the ailment, which caused her unspeakable suffering, 
was continually growing worse. Her grief-stricken parents had 
taken recourse to every remedy offered by science and medical 
skill, but all in vain. The patient became weaker and soon showed 
symptoms of various other ailments. Often several days passed 
without the afflicted girl’s being able to retain the least nourishment. 
Gradually all the members of her body became paralyzed, and 
a few months after her first attack of illness, the unfortunate child 
had also lost both speech and hearing. Her hands convulsively 
contracted, and the torpid limbs were deprived of all sensation. 
Like a corpse she lay on her bed of pain. 

Only one solace she had in this sad state, the consolations 
which her pious faith afforded. Being deaf and dumb, she was 
not able to take part in conversation with her relatives, and in 
her weariness she often fixed her gaze on a devout picture hanging 
in her room, representing St. Joseph as head of the Holy Family. 
In this great patriarch, she placed all her confidence; and though 
her lips now refused their services, she still prayed to him in her 
heart. An interior voice assured her that her petitions would not 
be fruitless. And, in fact, from what better source could she have 
sought relief? Earthly aid was powerless, only from heaven could 
she expect succor. Her disease had baffled the physicians’ skill 
and medical science; overcome with grief her parents wept day 
and night, momentarily expecting death to snatch the sufferer 
from their midst. 

Such was the pitiable condition of the girl at midnight on 
March 14, 1885. Suddenly, she seemed to hear a voice saying, 
“Very well, you have suffered enough, arise!” Thinking she had 
been dreaming or that some other member of the family had 
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spoken words of encouragement, Mary remained quiet. Presently 
she lost consciousness and became entirely oblivious of what took 
place about her. 

An‘hour later when she opened her eyes, as if awaking from 
sleep, she found herself no longer in bed, but upon a sofa near 
by, supported by pillows. And, oh, marvel! — she perceived that 
she had regained her speech and hearing, that her limbs had 
become light and flexible, that every vestige of paralysis had 
disappeared. Marvelously and completely, she was cured! Senti- 
ments of gratitude filled her heart as she cast herself on her knees 
before the image of St. Joseph, in prayer awaiting the morning to 
greet her mother and relatives, fully restored to health. 

Such a meeting! The amazement, the exclamations of joy, 
the happy tears, the fond embraces, it is impossible to describe. 
Members of the family vied with each other in giving praise and 
thanks to St. Joseph whose mediation had obtained the cure of a 
disease that had so obstinately resisted all medicinal remedies, 
and had been, indeed, beyond the power of human skill. After- 
wards the girl moved about freely, and without exertion visited 
the church, there to return thanks to the Most High for the 
miracle that had been wrought in her behalf. 


es onosteeté 


Rescued from a Robber. 





3] OME years ago a certain country locality was rendered 
unsafe by a notorious highway robber who committed the 
most atrocious crimes. One day he attacked the mayor 
of the place, robbed him of a large sum of money, and 
left him for dead along the roadside. In this unconscious state 
the official was found sometime later, still alive. The man re- 
covered sufficiently to give an exact description of the murderer, 
which was immediately published in all the papers. 

Among those who read the account of this assault was a 
young woman, a seamstress, who was obliged to make a long 
trip to St. N... the next day. To reach this place it was neces- 
sary to pass through a dense forest. In vain she endeavored to 
find someone who would accompany her, but not succeeding, she 
recommended herself to God and set out alone early in the 
morning, praying her rosary as usual. On her lonely journey 
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she frequently directed her gaze toward the town of M... where 
there was a church with an altar dedicated to St. Joseph. The 
forest was large, and it required nearly two hours’ walk to reach 
the opposite side. 

The girl had walked about half the distance, when she 
seated herself to rest on a bench, in a clearing where a beautiful 
view of the lake of St. N... unfolded itself. Suddenly, a cracking 
of underbrush attracted her attention. Oh, horror! She was 
paralyzed from fright. There emerging from the thicket she 
beheld the same murderer of whom she had read the newspaper 
account. With a malicious air the robber eyed his victim and 
seemed to feast on her terror. 

At this early hour rescue seemed out of the question. “Holy 
Joseph!” was all the frightened girl could exclaim, “is there no 
aid possible ?” 

Did her holy patron abandon her? Lo! at that moment she 
heard the sound of voices and presently saw two confidence-inspir- 
ing youths who were coming along the same road. They greeted 
her kindly, then hurriedly walked on, and she followed them 
with equal haste. At a distance the robber kept pace and did 
not halt until the party reached an open space where several 
wood-cutters were at work. Then the villian slunk back into 
the forest, fearful of detection. 

After that the girl saw nothing more of the young men, nor 
could she ascertain who they were or what had become of them. 
She inquired at the forester’s house which was stationed along 
the road, but no one had seen the strangers. The youths had 
been clad exactly alike, carried the same kind of valises, and 
their handsome countenances had particularly attracted the girl’s 
admiration. Whenever the pious seamstress related this incident 
she was overcome with emotion and ever afterwards showed her 
gratitude to St. Joseph who had so wonderfully sent her aid. 








REMARK.— Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 
and 1641, in so far as the Chureh has not decided upon them, 
elaim only human eredence. 


eSostotodé 


WANTED. An industrious farm hand, must be single and a 
Catholic; one who understands how to handle horses and farm 
machinery. Apply to: 
Sister Mary Hildegard, 
Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Ilo. 
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Enemies through War — Brothers through Faith. 


ERE is an incident from this war which shows how far 
estranged the nations are from one another — how much 





they hate one another, and yet in death are reconciled. 
A French soldier, wounded in a recent attack on the 
German trenches, related the occurrence. 

“Near me,” he says, “lay two soldiers, mortally wounded; one, 
a Bavarian, with a gaping wound in his stomach, and the other 
a young Frenchman, hit in the side and head. Both were in 
mortal pain, and growing paler and paler. I saw a feeble move- 
ment on the part of the Frenchman. He painfully slipped his 
hand under his coat for something hidden away under his breast. 
He drew out a little silver crucifix which he pressed to his lips. 
Feebly, but clearly, he began: ‘Hail, Mary, full of grace.’ The 
Bavarian opened his blue eyes, which were already glazing with 
approaching death, turned his head toward the Frenchman, and 
with a look, not of hate, but almost of love, finished in a murmur 
the prayer: ‘Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death.’ 

“The eyes of the two men met, and they understood. They 
were two companions in like misfortune desiring to die believing 
according to their faith, The Frenchman held out his crucifix 
to the other who kissed it, and taking him by the hand said: 
‘Having served our countries, let us go to God reconciled.’ ” 


ODODWIONDIODO 


At Sight of the Rosary. 





=| was shortly before Christmas, and a dreadful snow-storm 
4| was howling through the forests in the region of the Ar- 
gonnes. The snow fell thick and fast, scarcely permitting 
a view of ten metres distance. Under protection of the 
raging elements, the French had that day made another attack 
on a fiercely disputed point of observation in the neighborhood. 
In the skirmish, a bullet had grazed the middle finger on the 
left hand of Alois Huber. He jumped as though stung by a 
viper when the shot struck him, and determining to take revenge 
on the French, went to his lieutenant, volunteering for picket- 
guard for the following night. 

About midnight, Alois proceeded to his dangerous post of 
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duty. The storm had ceased. Full and clear, the moon had 
come out from behind the clouds, making the beautiful winter’s 
night almost as bright as day. Snow-flakes were still falling 
here and there upon the earth as if heaven were trying to hide 
with a spotless mantle the ground which had been drenched 
with blood. About two hours had elapsed since the Bavarian 
had been on guard. Here his comrades always met with bloody 
encounters, but until then, Alois had escaped uninjured. He 
had been pacing restlessly to and fro for some time, when — 
it seemed to him he heard a slight rustling in the growth of 
hedges near by. Like a cat he stealthily sneaked forward, and 
in a few moments spied the cap of a Frenchman. Instantly 
his rifle was aimed, but slowly the barrel of his gun lowered: — 
there in the snow before him knelt the unsuspecting enemy, 
his weapon leaning against his left shoulder, while with tearful 
eyes raised heavenward, he was praying his rosary.— “No,” re- 
marked Alois, after he had returned to his comrades, “to such 
a one, praying to our dear heavenly Mother, no son of Bavaria 
could do any harm.” 


ODODWDIND ODO 


Signification and Efficacy of Holy Water. 


OLY water is water blessed by the priest according to a 
bh special ecclesiastical formula, usually before high Mass on 





Sundays. This blessed water occupies a prominent place 

among the sacramentals. It is used by holy Church in 
nearly every form of blessing, and the faithful are exhorted to use 
it zealously, not only in the church, but also in their homes. 

Water blessed by the Church possesses the power to promote 
the welfare of soul and body. The history of the Church is replete 
with examples of the wonderful aid derived from holy water against 
attacks of the evil spirit, illness, Storms and misfortunes of various 
kinds. The following instances prove its great efficacy in conferring 
blessings and destroying the power of the demon. 

Gregory the Great, for example, drove the evil spirits from his 
monastery by its means. St. Eligius delivered more than fifty 
possessed persons through the use of holy water. Bishop Marcellus 
of Apamaka in 389, by means of holy water, frustrated all the 
efforts of the demons who tried to prevent the burning of the 
temple of Jupiter. Referring to this incident, the historian, Theo- 
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doret, says: “The devil could not endure the power of the blessed 
water and fled.” By the use of holy water, St. Quintinian cured 
a person suffering from a high fever; St. Chrysostom, another case 
of severe illness; St. Fortunatus, a boy who had broken his leg; 
St. Malachy, a woman suffering from cancer; St. Bernard, various 
kinds of illnesses. St. Germanus and St. Lupus calmed a raging 
tempest by its means; the holy Pope Stephen and St. Aphraates, by 
sprinkling holy water over the fields, expelled therewith an immense 
swarm of locusts which were devastating the country and destroying 
the crops. 

It is a praiseworthy practice for a person to sprinkle himself 
with holy water when he leaves the house, and thus assure him- 
self of God’s special protection. We should, however, make 
ourselves worthy of this protection by living in the state of sancti- 
fying grace or at least renewing in ourselves this state by making 
an act of perfect contrition after we have fallen. But many persons 
do not think of this; they expect God to help them when they 
are in reality his enemies by mortal sin. 

The venerable Peter of Cluny says: “We need not be surprised 
if the evil spirit is not put to flight by the sprinkling of holy 
water. If the ailment is internal, a mere external application of 
salves will effect nothing.” 

Let us often use holy water, so rich in blessings, at the same 
time praying in our heart, “Lord Jesus, have mercy on me!” Then 
shall we experience the fulfillment of those consoling words, “Thy 
faith hath made thee whole” (Matt. ix. 22). 

REMARK: Send for booklet, “Holy Water in the Christian 
Home.” Price: 3 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $1.50. 
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